
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Mount Carmel School Families, 
  
WELCOME to the 2nd quarter. With Thanksgiving just in three weeks and Christmas just around 
the corner, it is hard to believe how quickly the time is passing. So, to help us all keep pace with 
what’s coming up and updates of this most recent situation with the COVID-19 community spread, 
we want to share some important updates with you, which are summarized in these bullet points and 
explained in more detail later in this letter. 
  
·      COVID-19 Updates 
·      Parade of Saints/Thanksgiving Feast 
·      We will launch a year-long food drive and clothing drive for Karidat. 
·      Spread Christmas joy with our Holiday Coupon Fundraiser. 
·      Stay safe, stay vigilant, and stay healthy! 
 
COVID-19 UPDATES: 
We would like to thank you all for your patience and understanding during the ten-day closure. We 
would also like to thank all our parents who continue to have faith in the school and all our safety 
protocols to protect our community from the spread of COVID-19. After consulting with the 
Governor’s COVID-19 Task Force, the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation, and the Private 
School Coalition, Mount Carmel School will resume face-to-face classes on 
Monday, November 08, 2021, with the option for students to stay home and do asynchronous work 
from November 08 to 12, 2021. However, Mount Carmel School will resume full synchronous 
face-to-face learning on campus starting Monday, November 15, 2021. 
  
While we can look forward to participating in school activities face-to-face, this experience continues 
to reinforce the need to maintain our safety practices to keep our community safe. Rest assured that 
Mount Carmel School’s current COVID-19 mitigation protocols have thus far prevented a spread at 
the school, which we will continue to do as follows: 

• Conducting temperature and symptom checks for all incoming employees, students, parents, 
and guests 

• Requiring everyone on campus to wear a mask 
• Enforcing a physical distance of at least 6 feet from others 
• Continuing the use of plexiglass partitions in the classroom 
• Continuing the use of UVC lighting fixtures in all classrooms, which kill all types of 

coronavirus particles circulated in the rooms 
• Continuing procedures for ensuring physical distancing during morning drop-off and 

afternoon pick-up 
•  

All faculty, staff, administrators, and vendors will also reinforce all COVID-19 mitigation guidelines 
set forth by the school and the CNMI COVID-19 Task Force. 



  
Lunch and Break: November 08 – 12, 2021 

• As a precautionary measure, from November 08 – 12, 2021, all students will take their break 
and lunch in their homerooms. All lunch sports activities will be suspended until 
Monday, November 15, 2021.  

• During the closure, parents contacted the school about student meals that were paid for prior 
to the closure, it was recently communicated through LSG that paid meal tickets will be 
extended to November 19, 2021. 

  
Surveillance Testing 
 
As our school prepares to return to face-to-face learning on Monday, November 08, we highly 
encourage our students to regularly participate in our free monthly surveillance testing program on 
campus.  
  
Participants will be tested using the antigen test, which is free, quick, and painless. As a reminder, 
the antigen test is different from the PCR test given to incoming travelers. The following MCS 
surveillance testing dates and times are as follows:  

• November 27, 2021- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
• December 18, 2021- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
• January 08, 2022- 8:00AM - 3:00PM 
• January 29, 2022- 8:00AM - 3:00PM 
• February 26, 2022- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
• March 26, 2022- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
• April 30, 2022- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 
• May 28, 2022- 8:00AM - 12:00PM 

 
COVID-19 Vaccines for Students 
 
Early this November, it was announced by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention that the 
CDC does recommend the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for children ages 5 to 11 years old. This coming 
Saturday, November 06, 2021, the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation is expected to receive its 
first shipment of pediatric doses of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine. While Mount Carmel School is not 
requiring its students to be vaccinated, the school highly encourages parents to vaccinate their 
children to protect them from the COVID-19 virus. 
  
The school is also working with the Commonwealth Healthcare Corporation to facilitate monthly 
vaccine events to correspond on the same dates as the school’s surveillance testing.  
  
To register, please visit https://www.vaccinatecnmi.com/.  
  
PARADE OF SAINTS: 
MCS Parade of Saints/Halloween Costumes will take place on November 22 from 7:30 am- 8:30 am. 
If you wish to have your child wear their Halloween or Saints Costumes, please dress them up on this 
day. They may wear PE uniforms to change after the event. 
  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CELEBRATING THANKSGIVING: 
Despite all our challenges, we have been blessed with so much, all of which warrants our thanks. To 
celebrate as a school family, we are inviting all our students to decorate Student Council’s 
Thanksgiving Wall with posts about what they are thankful for as soon as we get back to face-to-face 
learning. The wall will run along the first-floor hallway of the Maturana Building and post templates 
will be provided by Student Council. 
  
We are also kicking off a year-round effort to help Karidat feed members of our community that is 
suffering from food scarcity. For next week, we invite all students to bring non-perishable foods that 
will be packaged by homeroom and delivered to Karidat. Then, beginning in December, the National 
Honor Society will assign grade levels in leading food drives throughout the remainder of the school 
year. 
  
Along with the Canned Food Drive, the National Honor Society will be sponsoring Clothing Drive. 
We are asking families to donate clothes that are not needed to Karidat. We are looking at shirts, 
blouses, pants, and skirts. No undergarments, please. You may drop clothing items at the main office. 
  
THANKSGIVING FEAST: November 24 (Wednesday-half day) 
In celebration of Thanksgiving Day, we are celebrating Thanksgiving Feast with a special mass 
followed by homeroom activities, and then lunch. Dismissal on this day is from 11:30 AM-12:00 
noon. 
  
Thanksgiving Break: November 25-26, 2021. (No School) 
  
HOLIDAY COUPON FUNDRAISER 
Save money, help the school, and spread Christmas joy! We are excited to announce the launch of 
our Holiday Coupon Fundraiser! Each coupon booklet costs only $50 and is filled with coupons 
valued up to over $200 from your favorite local establishments, including Fishing Tackle, Herman’s 
Bakery, Tribe Marianas, and more. It’s the perfect way to save money while you get everything you 
need for your Thanksgiving meal, shop for Christmas gifts for the family, or prepare for the many 
holidays ahead. Proceeds from the fundraiser will aid our academic programs and services, and 
infrastructural improvements. To purchase a booklet, visit the Business Office, and for more 
information, visit https://mountcarmelsaipan.com/mcs-holiday-coupon-fundraiser. 
  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATIENCE AND COOPERATION! 
We want to thank everyone for their patience, understanding, and cooperation with our drop-off and 
after-school pick-up procedures. We are doing all that we can to improve and streamline the process 
to make it safe yet convenient for our families. The safety of our students is our top priority. 
  



We also want to thank all of you for your patience and understanding as we have done our best to 
comply with COVID-19 guidelines, keep our school safe, and support the learning and growth of our 
students. 
  
STAY VIGILANT. STAY SAFE. STAY HEALTHY. 
Our diligent and collective efforts as a community have kept the CNMI one of the safest places in the 
world with one of the lowest transmission rates in the nation. Likewise, here at the school, we thank 
all our families for working with us and cooperating with our COVID-19 mitigation efforts. Whether 
teaching your children proper hygiene, complying with our procedures and protocols, or following 
traffic safety procedures, you have helped our school safely conduct face-to-face classes. However, 
we must not become complacent. We must remain vigilant. As such, remember these-three-simple 
Ws: 
 

• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds especially after you have 
been in a public place, or after blowing your nose, coughing, or sneezing. 

• Watch your distance by maintaining a physical distance of at least 6 feet between yourself 
and other people you don’t live with. 

• Wear a mask in public settings around people who don’t live in your household.  
 
To assist you with planning this November, please refer below to the dates of upcoming holidays and 
school activities. 

• November 01-05: No school (Governor’s Directive of COVID-19) 
• November 08: Resume to Face-to-Face Learning 
• November 22: 2nd Quarter Mid-Progress Report Distribution 
• November 22: Parade of Saints/Costumes 
• November 24: Thanksgiving Feast (half-day) 
• November 25-26: No school (Thanksgiving Break) 

 
As we have shared many times before, this new normal is a dynamic situation that changes on a 
regular basis. The school’s Leadership Team, guided by Bishop Ryan P. Jimenez, Board Chairman 
Vicente Babauta, and the school’s Board of Directors, are making decisions based on the best and 
most accurate information available at any given time. Please be assured that no matter what we do, 
we will provide ample notification and information to all students, parents, teachers, and families via 
email, our website, all our social media outlets, and local media. In other words, you will definitely 
hear from us and know what to do. 
  
  
 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Frances T. Taimanao 
Principal / Acting President 



 

 
 


